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Profile

I am a successful researcher, analyst and communicator working at the intersections of political
economy, culture, and environment in the Global South. As an innovative, highly motivated Social
Scientist, I possess significant expertise in integrating best research practices to deliver high-impact
outcomes. I have published widely on borderlands, gender, development, environment and politics in
South Asia, especially pertaining to the eastern Himalayan regions of India and Nepal.
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Fluent in English, Nepali, Hindi

Work Experience

Australia-India Institute Research Fellow
University of Western Australia
2019-2022

Project Titles: (i) Navigating the city: gender and urbanisation in the Himalaya (ii) Migration, labour
and resilience in regional Australia.

Research focus: intersections between feminization of migrant labour, labour geographies and
development in regional Australian cities.

Key words: gender, informal labour, development, migration

Post-doctoral Research Fellow
Aarhus University, Denmark
2017-2019

Project Title: The de-facto Special Economic Zone in the eastern Himalaya (within the RiSEZAsia:
Rise of Special Economic Zones in Asia project).

Research focus: social, spatial and political changes in the context of agricultural decline, rapid
industrialisation (hydropower projects, pharmaceutical factories), community land grabs and
liberalisation in India.

Key-words: land-grabs, gender, industrial development, natural resources, infrastructure



Post-Doctoral Research Fellow
Wageningen University, Netherlands/
DFID/ Netherlands Organization for
Scientific Research

2015-2016

Project title: Hydropower development in the context of climate change: exploring conflicts and
fostering cooperation across scales and boundaries in the eastern Himalaya (Nepal & India).
Research focus: economic opportunities and environmental challenges for local communities as a
result of hydropower development, exacerbated by climate-change, local politics of development and
ongoing environmental degradation in remote spaces.

Key-words: climate-change, hydro-power, environment, livelihoods
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